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Q.  How long have you worked at Habitat? 
A.  Five years.    

                  
Q.  Describe your job duties.   
A.  My job has grown and 
taken on many new direc-
tions from when I started.  As 
Volunteer Coordinator I 
work closely with the con-
struction crew to plan the 

build schedules and then fill those schedules 
with the many local volunteer groups.       
Another part of scheduling is making sure the 
current partner families each have an         
opportunity to work at the various build sites.  
This gives all of the partner families the abil-
ity to give back to the program and learn 
basic home construction skills.  As Family 
Services Coordinator I work with a          
committee to mentor and help guide our   
partner families through the Habitat program. 
                
Q.  What did you do prior to joining Habitat.   
A.  I worked in retail.  
                                       
Q.  What is the best part of your job?               
A.  Planning and attending the house blessing 
ceremonies and sharing the joy of seeing the 
keys handed to a new Habitat homeowner.        
           
Q.  Tell us about your family and hobbies.       
A.  I have been lucky enough to build my 
own home so many of my hobbies surround 
that.  My husband Todd and I are very do-it-
yourself homeowners.  I enjoy gardening and 
decorating the house.  Summers are spent 
with my God Children at the family pool and 
scrapbooking in winter.  
 
Q.  Overall how would you describe your 
Habitat work experience?                   
A.  I find my job very rewarding and am 
blessed to work with Habitat and our partner 
families. 

VOLUNTEER PROFILE 
Archie Simmons 

STAFF PROFILE 
Janet Burke 

Larry Jr., Damien, Larry Sr. and Lelita Wiggins 
at their groundbreaking in July. 

WMBD meteorologist Brandon Arnold tries his 
hand at driving in a nail at Marsha Robert’s 
home as part of a I Challenge Brandon segment. 

Q.  When did you first begin volunteering 
with Habitat? 

A. 1990.  I have worked on 
70-80% of all the houses 
built. 
 
Q.  What do you do as a vol-
unteer?                                        
A.  I was site supervisor on 
the first 5-6 houses Habitat 

built and have been chief carpenter and eve-
rything else that goes along with building a 
house.  The first house I worked on was on 
Butler Street in Peoria.                                                
 
Q.  How did you get involved?                         
A.  When I first retired my wife saw an arti-
cle in the newspaper that said Habitat would 
build houses if they could find a site supervi-
sor.   She said ‘you can do that.’  So I had a 
meeting and I haven’t been home since!                             
                       
Q.  What is your most rewarding moment as 
a volunteer?                                                             
A.  There has not been just one, there have 
been a multitude of rewarding moments.  For 
example, I was featured in an AP story for 
working with inmates from the Hanna City 
Correctional Facility.  We built three houses 
over two summers.   Also the many friend-
ships that have developed over the years with 
homeowners and other volunteers.                     
                                                          
Q.  Tell us about your family and hobbies.      
A.  My hobby is working for Habitat.  I have 
been married to Delores for 54 years and we 
have two children, a daughter and a son.   
                 
Q.  Overall how would you describe your 
Habitat volunteer experience.                           
A.  The length of my voluntarism speaks for 
itself.  It has been pleasant.          
             
Editor’s Note:  Archie will be celebrating his 
80th birthday in January. 

NEWSLETTER INDEX 
 

Volunteer Profile          Page 1 
Staff Profile           Page 1 
Klein Build Photos          Page 2 
Bishop Build Photos            Page 3 
ReStore News                      Page 4 
Our New Look          Page 4 
 
 December Feature: His Helping Hands 



A DAY OF BUILDING 
 
Jeff McSweeney, a good friend of the 
Habitat program and a professional 
photographer, visited the Klein  
family’s build in East Peoria and the 
Bishop family build in Peoria on     
Saturday, October 23.  These are a few 
of the great pictures he took that day.  
This page is from the Kleins, where 
employees from Caterpillar’s Earth-
moving Machine Division were help-
ing, and the next page is from the 
Bishops, where Bradley University 
students were working. 
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At  
the Bishops 

in 
Peoria 
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ReStore will be closed for the Thanksgiving   
Holiday on Thursday through Saturday,        
Nov. 25-Nov. 27.  ReStore is also closed           

Dec. 23-25 and Dec. 30-Jan. 1. 

Follow ReStore on Facebook 
ReStore assistant manager Scott Wood has created a            
Facebook page for the store and keeps it updated with photos 
and video on a regular basis.  Check out what’s new at       
ReStore by entering Peoria Habitat ReStore in the search box 
on your Facebook page then tell us you Like the page. 

Our New Look! 
 

With assistance from the city 
of Peoria’s sidewalk            

improvement program the 
cracked and broken sidewalk 
on the Douglas Street side of     
building has been replaced 

with new concrete and a green 
space which we sodded.  The 

new sidewalk better          
complements our revitalized 
entrance area to the Habitat 
offices and makes a much  

better presentation to visitors, 
especially our homeowners 

and prospective homeowners 
who we ask to keep their  

property in good repair and 
well maintained. 

Wishing you and your family 
A Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving! 
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