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teering for Habi- = : By .. | His Helplng Hands Page 3 A. Since 2006. | started as a
tat? | _— ;’ ReStore Holiday Hours Page 3 volunteer, then was asked to
A. Jack: | bega p O | 2x4s & More Art Auction Page 4 - join the staff.

working on the January Feature: First United Methodist Chu e . .
builds in Gales- ) — 2 Q. Describe your position?
burg in the mid-nineties. Advocates for Access Community Room : A. | am a sales person,

answer the phone, take

.. messages for the scheduler

and dust, etc. to keep the
showroom nice.

Q. What did you do prior to joining the

Habitat team?

A. 1 worked in retail, Four Seasons,

Ashley, and once managed Fashion Plus.

Q. What is your favorite memory or story

with Habitat?

Carole: A few weeks after the Peoria A0 W [P 9t Rk, [FEarz RIS

ReStore opened in April 2005.
Q. What do you do as a volunteer?

A. Jack: I work in the lighting department
and assist customers at ReStore.

Carole: | arrange and rearrange the
“showroom” area, assist customers and fill
at the desk as needed.

Q. How did you first get involved with A. My favorite memory of working here has
Habitat? been the people I've met, the concerns of so
A. Jack: After | retired from Cat | was look- o many, the prayers that they tell me, that they
ing for something productive to do with my Jack Talcott, featured in this month’s Volunteer j¢araq up for me and my cancer.

: Profile, built this exact scale model of the Habit . .
time. ' m
house at Sheridan and Hanssler in Peoria. We %;2! us a little about your family and

Carole: After Jack started working at it to give prospective homeowners an idea of wi ! _
ReStore, he came home and told me they a Habitat house is. The interior is divided into A- 1've been married to RD for the past 34

could use someone with merchandising skill®oms. The model is on display in the office are¥€ars. We have a combined family of 7 chil-
Q. What is your most rewarding moment as dren, 3 boys and 3 girls and we lost another

a volunteer? 5 Builds Planned in 201" 5or"

) . i g ) . Overall, how would you describe your
A. Getting to know the partner families is Fjye families are working hard on  Habitat work experience?
Leorr)lldrrfwfor \?vlarl]r% o-\l;\?neiz a:ﬁeai‘r” ()Sv(\)/nhﬁgrpnyetso tiftheir sweat equity hours and are on A. Wonderful, | was off for almost a year in
personales wha v e dong. 1k 1o ulld n 201 Two buids. 20075 e o caicer s eyl e come
Q. Tell us a little about your family and will b_e in East Peoria and three in problems or get sick, someone always takes
hobbies: Peoria. me home.
A. We have four children (3 in Peoria) and i
13 grandchildren. We both enjoy traveling,
hiking, and biking. Jack also does wood-
working and stained glass and plays golf.
Carole enjoys decorating, writing and read-
ing. -
Q. Overall, how would you describe your
Habitat volunteer experience.

A. Great! We really enjoy helping out at
ReStore. It's very rewarding.

Scott Wood and crew in
ReStore recently converted
previous office space into a
new checkout counter, provid-
ing a more secure area and
better appearance. The previ-
ous checkout space has been
turned into much needed dis-
play space. Thanks to Woody
and group for a job well done.
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A DAY OF
BUILDING

This month the Habitat
Happenings camera visited
the build sites of Adam and
- Katie Johnson (Albany St.
| in Peoria) and Larry and
Lelita Wiggins (Sylvan
Lane in Peoria). Habitat
board members were
working at the Johnsons
and a group from Caterpil-
lar-Electric Power Division
was working at Sylvan.
Pictures on the right are
from Albany and pictures
on the left are from
Sylvan.

Lelita Wiggins and her son Damien.

Above is Robb Homolka
and at left is Mike
Duncan, both from
Caterpillar-Electric
Power Division.

At right, Donnie Dorsey
lifts a piece of drywall.
He and his wife Davina
will be building their
Habitat house next year.

From left, board member Ron Givens, Mike Trent, and
board members Thomas Aguilar and Jim Beuster.

| —

Katie and Adam Johnson.

Bud Sous, left, and board vice president
Jim Manning.
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Habitat, His Helping Hands Create Alliance

Habitat for Humanity and His Helping Hands His Helping Hands works in the Tri-County
have signed a networking agreement to providerea and has started a satellite organization in
quality services throughout central lllinois. BothuPage County. The group receives referrals
organizations will accept appropriate referrals from Habitat, local social service agencies,
from each other and will work together to makehurches, word of mouth and the city of Peoria.
a service determination.
Fees for repairs are based on a sliding scale,

His Helping Hands receives referrals from  although 90 percent of those who are helped
Habitat and assists senior, disabled, fatherlessdon’t pay. Individual donations and grants are
and disadvantaged homeowners with home rethe major
pair, home maintenance, wheelchair ramps ansburces of

Jeff Heft, executive director of His Helping spiritual guidance. funding.

Hands, works on a Habitat house as part of a

volunteer day with his church, Living Watersyapitat will help promote the services of His  “The most

Lutheran. Helping Hands and will serve as construction difficult
consultants as needed. challenge
for us is

“This agreement gives us a wonderful resourcéhe harvest

for referrals for our homeowners as well as s plentiful

others who call seeking home repair assistancbut the

from us,” said Greg Woith, Habitat's executiveworkers

director. “Our missions are so similar, we wanare few,”

to help people live in decent housing—whethegdeff said.

it's new or put into good repair.” “There is so much to be done. We do about 150
projects a year and use 30-50 volunteers, with

Jeff Heft, executive director at His Helping 10 being very active.”

Dennis Calmer, left, positions siding as Pastbiands, said, “Our mission is to demonstrate

Mark Schoenhals of Living Waters LutheranGod’s love by providing materials and Jeff said seeing lives transformed and giving

Church looks on. workmanship to make homes of elderly, hope is the most rewarding part of his work.
disabled, fatherless and disadvantaged safe, “We installed a sink at a house and the home-
accessible and secure.” owner was so thrilled she called her sister to

come see it. There was such joy in something
His Helping Hands just celebrated its 10 year we all take for granted.”
anniversary in November. “l was on a youth
group mission trip to the east coast and we  Jeff does office work Monday through
stopped to eat and there was a group from thewednesday, then Thursday and Friday he works
east coast going to Chicago. | thought to myselfi projects and completes them on Saturdays.
‘why are we traveling when there are needs in“I'm hoping to find someone to volunteer and
our own community.” provide office help so | can provide more direc-
tion and raise more funds for our projects,” he
Jeff had lost his job and was seeking God’s  said.
Vince Showers nails on siding with guidance in what he should do next. When a
Randy Bressner during the Living friend offered to help him start a handyman  If you know someone with office skills who
Waters Lutheran Church volunteer daybusiness, Jeff spent several weeks being could help out a few days a week have them
awakened in the early morning and talking witlgive Jeff a call at 674-0086.
God. While volunteering for a Habitat project,
he realized that his calling was to help others in
need of decent housing, and the idea for His
Helping Hands was born.

Habitat's construction staff
and volunteers got together
for a holiday lunch Dec. 8.
Our thanks and gratitude
go out to our volunteers
who give their time and
talents day in and day to

ReStore Holiday Schedule keep all our construction
Closed Dec. 23, 24, 25 projects moving along.
and
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At left is a stoneware bottle created by Bradleygent Cassie Lawlor. She gave the bottle its béack
white color by burning sawdust from a 2x4 arourgl hbttle during the firing process. Above, Davidlt-r.
of Edwards used 2x4s to spell out the event’s thienfRoman numerals in his piece titled “Circa | I X.”

2x4s & More Art Auction

Entries are streaming in for tRe4s & Moreart auction to
be held Feb. 4 with proceeds benefiting the Habittl-
ing fund for 2011. The event is from 5:30-9:30 panthe
Waterhouse in Peoria. Hors d’'oeuvres will be seiaed
music will be provided by the Larry Harms Trio. éfb
will be a cash bar.

Area artists are using 2x4s as their “canvas” ¢éa
works of art that will be offered for sale in siteand live
auctions. Pictured on this page are just a feth@entries
received so far, all of which use 2x4s in some way.

Tickets are $24.24 and are available by contadtirep at
676-6729, ext. 3.

The event is presented
by CEFCU.

At left, Bradley student Sara Stewart
used paint, metal plates and screws to
create “Option Two.”

Above, our own
Terry Cunefare cut
and then stapled
rulers to a 2x4 to
create “Measuring
Stick.”

Below, Leila Shanine of Peoria painted a 2x4 wtlsbh titled “Loud.”

Eric Cooney of Pekin separated a pho-
tograph of a train crossing into three
parts, applied them to 2x4s, and con-
nected them with chain.

At left is another
creation by David
Holt Jr. He cut re-
claimed 2x4s into
squares laid perpen-
dicular to each
other. The checkers
are from a discarded
4x4 post turned on a
lathe.
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